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La Veillée des Villes et Campagnes was a short-lived periodical launched in Paris from 288 
Rue Saint-Honoré in 1842, with an annual subscription of four francs. It was described 
as a ‘bulletin des événements extraordinaires, des grandes catastrophes, des grands crimes 
et des belles actions’ and ‘destinée à être pour eux une utile et agréable distraction’. !e 
printer was Guiraudet et Jouaust of 315 Rue Saint-Honoré. 

!is same firm also printed a fragile little booklet about France for the anonymous 
manager of this bulletin. It consisted of sixty-four pages, with ‘Notions générales sur la 
France’ followed by brief descriptions of the departments in alphabetical order. It had 
blue paper covers about 130 x 85 mm. and was priced at seventy-five centimes, including 
postage.

Within the text for each department are eighty-six uncoloured ‘thumbnail’ maps of 
varying dimensions, printed on sized paper, specifically so that children could colour 
them:



Ain; Aisne; Allier; Basses-Alpes; Hautes-Alpes; Ardèche; Ardennes; Ariège; Aube; 
Aude; Aveyron; Bouches-du-Rhône; Calvados; Cantal; Charente; Charente-Inférieure; 
Cher; Corrèze; Corse; Cote-D’Or; Côtes-du-Nord; Creuse; Dordogne; Doubs; Drôme; 
Eure; Eure-et-Loir; Finistère; Gard; Haute-Garonne; Gers; Gironde; Hérault; Ille-et-
Vilaine; Indre; Indre-et-Loire; Isère; Jura; Landes; Loir-et-Cher; Loire; Haute-Loire; 
Loire-Inférieure; Loiret; Lot; Lot-et-Garonne; Lozère; Maine-et-Loire; Manche; Marne; 
Haute-Marne; Mayenne; Meurthe; Meuse; Morbihan; Moselle; Nievre; Nord; Oise; 
Orne; Pas-De-Calais; Puy-de-Dome; Basses-Pyrénées; Hautes-Pyrénées; Pyrénées 
Orientales; Bas-Rhin; Haut-Rhin; Rhone; Haute-Saone; Saone-et-Loire; Sarthe; Seine; 
Seine-et-Marne; Seine-et-Oise; Seine-Inférieure; Deux-Sévres; Somme; Tarn; Tarn-et-
Garonne; Var; Vaucluse; Vendée; Vienne; Haute-Vienne; Vosges; Yonne.

!e final page is an advertisement for another work by the same author, to be 
published very soon for 2 francs 16: Le Monde et ses Merveilles, orné de vues des capitales, 
des principaux monuments, cathédrales, sites et costumes, et des cartes de tous les états du 
globe. It has not been possible to trace a copy.

Toute la France et ses colonies, avec les 86 cartes des departements.   Paris, La Veillée des 
Villes et Campagnes, (1842).

      


