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!e second epitome of Abraham Ortelius’ folio !eatrum was produced in Italy by Pietro 
Maria Marchetti and the 109 new maps, by an unknown engraver, are accompanied by 
Italian text. !e plates are close imitations of those of Philip Galle (see 1577 & 1583), 
likely the 1593 edition with Italian text.

Measuring 95/107 x 70/80 mm., their single line borders make the maps easy to 
identify. With a few variations (see below), they all have two titles: one on the map 
largely following the original wording but now in capital letters, and a new short one 
below the border, also in capital letters:

Carta marina; Typvs orbis terrarvm; Evropa; Asiae nova desc / Asia; Africae tabvla nova / 
Africa; Americae sive novi orbis nova descriptio / America;

Ingiltera; Scotiae descriptio /Scotiae; Irlandia / Hirlandia; Terçera / Terçera; Regni 
Hispaniae post omnivm editiones locvpleissima descriptio / Hispania; Portugalliae que olim 
Lusitania nouissima et exactissima descriptio / Portvgallia; Andalvzia / Andalvsia; Valentia 
regnvm / Valentia; Baia de Cadiz / Gades;

Gallia / Gallia; Gvasconiae descriptio / Gasconia; Poictov; Britannia / Britannia; 
Normandia / Normannia; Aniov / Andegavensis dvcatvs; Regionis Biturigum exactis: 
descriptio / Bitvriges; Limaniæ descriptio / Limania; Orange princip / Avraicvs principatvs; 
Sabavdia et Bvrgudiae comitvs descriptio / Sabavdia; Galliæ Narbonêsis ora maritima recêti / 
Provincia; Bovrgoigne comit / Bvrgvndiæ comitatvs; Bvrgvndiæ dvcatvs / Bvrgvndie dvcatvs; 
Lotharingiae typvs / Lotharingia; Caletêsuî et Bononiensium ditionis accurrata / Caletes et 
Bononienses; ; Veromãdvorum eorvmque confinivm / Veromandvs; Picardia / Picardia;
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Germania / Germania; Gallia Belgica / Belgica; Liege / Leodiensis dioecensis; Lvtzebvrg / 
Lvtzenbvrgvm dvcatvs; Henavlt / Hannonia; Artois / Artesia; Namvr Namen / Namvrcvm; 
Brabantiae recens descri / Brabantia; Flandria / Flandria; Gelria / Geldria; Zelandicarvm 
Insvlarvm descriptio / Zelandia; Ollandt / Ollandia; Descript Frisiae / Frisia; Monasteriensis 
Osnabvrgensis episcopatvs descriptio / Vestphalia; !ietmarsia Holsaticae reg / !ietmarsia; 
Daniae regni typvs / Dania; Saxoniae Misniae !vringiæ nova exactissima descri / Saxonia; 
Brandebvrgens Marcha / Brandebvrgensis Marchionatvs; Pomeraniae Wandalice regionis 
tipvs / Pomerania; Silesiæ typvs descriptvs et editvs a Martino Heilvig Neisense et nobili viro 
Nicolao Rhedinger dedicat Anno 1561 / Silesia; Avstriae descriptio / Austria; Regni Bohemiae 
descriptio / Bohemia; Salisbvrgensis Ivrisdictio / Salisbvrgvm; Typvs Vindeliciae sive Vtrivsqve 
Bavariae / Bavaria; Palatinatvs Bauariae descriptio Erhardo Reiich Tirolêse avct / Noricvm; 
Franciae orientalis vvlgo Franckenlant descriptio avctore Sebast: Rotenhan / Franconia; 
Wirtenbergêsis dvcatvs vera descriptio Tvbingae edita / Wirtembvrgvm; Tirolis comitat / 
Tirolis comitatvs; Helvetiae descriptio Aegidio Tschvdo avtore / Helvetia;
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Italiae typvs / Italia; Fori Ivlii vvlgo Frivli typvs / Forvm Ivlii; Pedemontanae 
Vicinorvque / Pedemontivm; Lombardia / Lombardia; Dvcatvs Mediolanensis 
finitimarvmque regionis / Mediolanen dvcatvs; Larij Lacus vulgo Comensis Descriptio auct 
Paulo Iouio / Lacvs Comensis olim Larivs; Cremonensis Ager / Teritorio di Cremona; Cremae 
Ager / Teritorio di Crema; Brisciano / Teritorio di Brescia; Veronensis Ager / Teritorio di 
Verona; Patavinvm teritor / Territorio di Padova; Thusciae descriptio avctore Hieronimo 
Bellarmato / Tvscia;  Siena / Stato di Siena; Pervsia / Territorio di Pervgia; Oropitvm / 
Territotio d’Orvieto; Marca Anconitana / Marca d’Ancona; Campagna di Roma; Regni 
Neapolitani verissima secvndvm antiquorû et recentiorû traditionem descriptio Pirrho Ligorio 
auc / Regnvm Neapolitanvm*; Aprvtivm / Abrvzzo vlteriore; Apvlia / Pvglia o Terra 
d’Ottranto; Ischia ins / Ischia; Siciliae descriptio / Sicilia; Sardinia / Sardinia; Malta olim 
Melita insvla / Melita;
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Corfv / Corcyra vel Corfv; Candia olim Creta; Cyprvs insvla / Cyprvs; Graeciae vniversae 
secvndvm hodiernvm sitv neoterica descri / Græcia; Slavoniae Croatiae Carniae Istriae 
Bosniae descri / Illyricvm; Ducatus Osroiczensis et Zatoriensis descriptio / Oswiec et Zatorien; 
Hvngariae desciptio Wolfgango Lasio desc: / Hvngaria; Transilvania / Transsilvania; Prvssiae 
descrip: / Prvssia; Poloniae descriptio / Polonia; Livoniae noua descriptio Ioanne Portantio 
avtore / Livonia; Septentrionalivm regionvm descriptio / Septentrionales regiones; Rvssiæ 
Moscoviæ et Tartariæ descriptio avtore Antonio Ienkensono / Russia; Tartariae sive Magni 
Chami regni tipvs / Tartaria; China regio Asie / China; Indiae orientalis insvlarvmque 
adiacientivm tiipvs / India; Percici sive Sophorvm regni tipvs / Persia; Tvrcici imperii 
descriptio / Tvrcicvm imperivm; Palestinae sive totivs terrae promissionis nova descriptio 
avctore Tilemano Stelia Sigenens / Palæstina; Natoliae qvae olim Asia Minor nova descriptio / 
Natolia; Ægypti recentior descriptio / Ægipti; Carthaginis celeberimi sinvs tipvs / 
Carthaginensis portus; Presbiteri Johannis sive Abissinor. imperii descriptio / Abissinorvm 
regio; Barbariae et biledvlgerid nova descriptio / Barbaria.



!ere are various exceptions to the standard pattern. !e Carta marina is a new 
miniature world sea chart reduced from Giacomo Gastaldi’s small plate of 1548 and has 
one title above the map. Typvs orbis terrarvm does not have a title below its border and 
neither do Evropa, Poictov and Candia. Evropa is the only plate with a decorated border. 
Both Ingiltera and Campagna di Roma have just the title below the border. !e long title 
of Portvgallia is not in capital letters and nor are those for Bitvriges, Caletes et Bononienses, 
Lacvs Comensis and Oswiec et Zatorien. A few have mixed lettering with Regnvm 
Neapolitanvm having the most.

!ese maps were also used by the same publisher to illustrate an edition of Giovanni 
Botero’s Le Relationi universali, probably issued in 1599 as its preface was dated 15 
December 1598. It would seem from the Sotheby’s description of lot 292 in the London 
salerooms on 6th February, 1990, that a copy of another edition published by Alessandro 
Vecchi, Venice, 1618, included a reissue of the 1599 sheets.

Individual pages with maps set within the text come from the larger format volumes 
of 1598 and 1599. !ose with maps on the verso and text on the recto come from 
miniature atlases, which only measured about 135 x 95 mm. !ey were published in 
1655 (there were two issues with different title-pages and dedications dated 15 July & 20 
September) and also 1667. !ere were four further editions published 1679-1697, which 
did not contain this series of maps. A completely new set of plates was engraved for 
another 1697 edition, which had a slightly different title and less pages (see 1697).

Il !eatro del mondo.   Brescia, La Compagnia Bresciana, 1598; (the publisher not 
recorded), 1608.

!eatro del mondo.   Venice, Giovanni M. Turrini, (1655), (1655); Scipion Banca, 
1667.

Relationi universali di Giovanni Botero.   Brescia, La Compagnia Bresciana, (1599).
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