1604 Levinus Hulsius

The 1604 German edition of Jan Keerbergen’s pocket world atlas (see 1601a) was
published jointly with Levinus Hulsius, who added five extra unrelated maps just for this
issue. They consist of a small folded world and four miniature ones:

lava maior/Die insel lava maior; Kola in Lapland; Die insvl Madagascar, Lavrenti
genand; Nova Zembla.
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These originally appeared in the early parts of Hulsius’ collections of voyages and
travels, which he published at Nuremberg in 1598. Nova Zembla and a map of the
northern hemisphere are among the illustrations in part three. Both Java and Madagascar
had five lines of text below the maps in 1598, when they were printed in part one: Kurtze
warhafftige. Hulsius cut this text off the bottom of the plates, prior to their use in the
1604 pocket Ortelius.

A copy of this atlas sold at Christie’s London salerooms (10th July 2002, lot 7) had a
new map of England (see Introduction 9), after Pieter van den Keere (see 1598a) but a
crude copy, much inferior in quality. The original plate seemingly became unusable late
in the print run, necessitating the speedy production of a new one. Jan B. Vrients
introduced a new replacement of his own into the next edition of 1609 (see 1601).
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Ausszug auss des Abrahami Ortely theatro. Frankfurt, Jan Keerbergen & Levinus
Hulsius, 1604.



