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During the last quarter of the seventeenth century various Venetian publishers issued 
little books entitled !eatro del mondo di Abraamo Ortelio, but these were not atlases. 
However, a century after Pietro M. Marchetti produced the Italian version of the pocket 
Ortelius atlas (see 1598), Domenico Lovisa published a new edition entitled Teatro del 
mondo di Abraamo Ortelio. As the original was already out of date in 1598, his reasons 
for doing this in 1697 are rather difficult to comprehend and the 1721 and 1724 reissues 
would have been even more anomalous, which perhaps explains their rarity.

"e atlas measures 130 x 100 mm. and contains 109 newly engraved maps, all copied 
from the now completely obsolete Marchetti originals, although the map of Europe now 
has a plain border. "e topography and the wording of the titles is little changed but 
forty-five plates no longer have the additional title engraved below their lower border:

Carta marina; Typvs orbis terrarvm; Evropa; Asiae nova desc / Asia; Africae tabvla nova / 
Africa; Americae sive novi orbis nova descriptio / America;

Ingilterra; Terçera / Terçera; Irlandia; Scotiae descriptio /Scotia; Regni Hispaniae post 
omnivm editiones locvpletssima descriptio / Hispania; Portugalliae quae olim Lusitania 
nouissima et exactissima descriptio / Portvgallia; Baia de Cadiz / Gades; Valentia regnvm / 
Valentia; Andalvzia / Andalvsia;

Gallia / Gallia; Gvasconiae descriptio / Gasconia; Poictov; Britannia; Normandia; Aniov; 
Regionis Biturigum exactissima descriptio / Bitvriges; Limaniae descriptio / Limania; Orange 
principavte; Sabavdiae et Bvrgvndiae comitat descriptio; Galliæ Narbonensis ora maritima; 
Bovrgogne comté; Bvrgvndiæ dvcatvs; Lotharingiae typvs; Caletêsîu et Bononensium accurata 
descriptio; Veromandvi eorvque confinia; Picardia;



Germania; Gallia Belgica; Liege; Lvtzenbvrg; Henavlt / Hannonia; Artois; Namvr 
Namen; Brabantiae recens descriptio; Flandria; Gheldria; Zelandicarv Insvlarvm descriptio; 
Ollandt; Descript Frisiae / Frisia; Monasteriensis Osnabvrgensis episcopatvs descriptio; 
!ietmarsia Holsaticae reg / !ietmarsia; Daniae regni typvs / Dania; Saxoniae Misniae 
Tvringiae nova exactissima descript / Saxonia; Brandebvrgens Marcha / Brandebvrgensis 
Marchionatvs*; Pomeraniæ Wandalice regionis tipvs / Pomerania; Silesiae typvs descriptvs et 
editvs a Martino Heilvig Neisense et nobili viro Nicolao Rhedinger dedicatvs Anno 1561 / 
Silesia (cropped); Avstriae descriptio; Regni Bohemiae descriptio / Bohemia; Salisbvrgensis 
Ivrisdictio; Typvs Vindeliciae sive Vtrivsqve Bavariae; Palatinatvs Bauariae descriptio 
Erhardo Reiich Tirolêse avct / Noricvm; Franciae orientalis vvlgo Franckenlant descriptio 
avctore Seb= Rotenhan / Franconia; Wirtembergensis dvcatvs vera descriptio Tvbingae edita / 
Wirtembvrgvm; Tirolis comitat / Tirolis comitatvs; Helvetiae descriptio Aegidio Tschvdo 
avthore / Helvetia;

                      

Italiae typvs / Italia; Fori Ivlii vvlgo Frivli typvs / Forvm Ivlii*; Pedemontanae 
Vicinorvque / Pedemontivm; Lombardia / Lombardia; Dvcatvs Mediolanensis 
finitimarvmque regionvm; Larij Lacus vulgo Comensis Descriptio auct Paulo Iouio / Lacvs 
Comensis olim Larivs; Cremonensis Ager / Teritorio di Cremona*; Cremae Ager / Teritorio di 
Crema*; Brisciano / Territorio di Brescia; Veronensis Ager / Teritorio di Verona*; Patavinvm 
teritor / Territorio di Padova*; Thusciae descriptio avctore Hieronimo Bellarmato / Tvscia;  
Siena*; Pervsia / Territorio di Pervgia*; Opitv; Marca Anconitana / Marca d’Ancona; 
Campagna di Roma; Regni Neapolitani verissima secvndvm antiquorû et recentiorû 
traditionem descriptio Pirrho Ligorio auc*; Aprvtivm / Abrvzzo vlteriore*; Apvlia / Pvglia 
Terra d’Ottranto*; Ischia ins / Ischia*; Siciliae descriptio / Sicilia; Sardinia / Sardinia*; 
Malta olim Melita insvla / Melita*;



Corfv / Corcyra vel Corfv*; Candia olim Creta*; Cyprvs insvla / Cyprvs; (Greece); 
Slavoniae Croatiae Carniae Istriae Bosniae descri; Ducatus Osroiczensis et Zatoriensis 
descriptio*; Hvngariae descriptio Wolfgango Lasio desc; Transilvania*; Prvssiae descrip*; 
Poloniae descriptio; Livoniae nova descriptio Ioanne Portantio avtore / Livonia; 
Septentrionalivm regionvm descriptio*; Rvssiæ Moscoviæ et Tartariæ descriptio avtore Antonio 
Ienkensono; Tartariae sive Magni Chami regni tipus; China regio Asiae / China; Indiae 
orientalis insvlarvmque adiacientivm tiipvs; Persici sive Sophorvm regni typvs / Persia; Tvrcici 
imperii descriptio / Tvrcicvm imperivm; Palestinae sive totivs terrae promissionis nova 
descriptio avctore Tilemano Stelia Sigenens / Palæstina; Natoliae qvae olim Asia Minor nova 
descriptio / Natolia; Ægypti recentior descriptio / Ægipti*; Carthaginis celeberrimi sinvs typvs; 
Presbiteri Ioaannis sive Abissinor imperi descriptio; Barbariae et biledvlgerid nova descriptio / 
Barbaria.

As in the editions of 1655 and 1667, the maps are on the verso and measure about 
100 x 75 mm., with Italian text on the recto. It is not always easy to identify individual 
prints from this series because of their similarity to the earlier ones, but when compared 
together they do clearly differ in detail. "ey appear to be the work of more than one 
engraver, with twenty-one* having a mirror image or cyrillic letter ‘N’.

A curious feature of this atlas, and possibly unique, is that about twenty of the plates 
are imperfect: four with incomplete titles, nine having unfinished scales and three 
missing lettering, five lacking sea stippling/hatching and four with scoring. "e worst 
ones are those of Asia, India, Holland, Westphalia (also lacks its compass) and Greece 
(also with an empty title cartouche). It would seem that for some reason the engravers 
did not stay around to finish their job.

Teatro del mondo.   Venice, Domenico Lovisa, 1697, 1721, 1724.   
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